18
26
30
BOX PIADLET ......cccoovivviiiiinimisisisssnsseessieess 32
Plant HANGET ... 35
Barbecue Cart ... 36
Barbecue Station ... 42
Chaise Longue
Umbrella Table
Porch Swing
Window Boxes
Window Shelf
Open Shed

Picnic Table ..o
Table TrUCK cesssaiarirssessssee
Garden Loveseat ...

Tea Time for TOS! ioroicornciseee

Hammock Tripod ..o

Adirondack Ghair ..o
Adirondack Ottoman ...... .

Lawn Table ..o

Table StaKe ... |

Glider SWing ..............
Plant Post ..
Sandbox ........
Play House

i

Woods .

Measuring Tools

Sawhorse ... .

108
113
114
124
130
134
142
144
149
150
160
164
168

351
355
356
356
358



Garden projects
Garden Fence e
Garden Gate
Potting Bench
Fan Trellis

Beantleepee oo
Raspberry Post
CompostBox: ..o . ...

Boot Scraper

........................

....................

Landscape projects

Garden Gateway

Bike Rack

Delivery Box

Log Bench

Wall Bracket ...

Little Deck .............
Bridgei i i i
Landscape Steps ...
ifreeiSeat! /. in ol
Mailbox Post
Wooden Swing .........

Basic Birdhouse ....... :
Bat House AL
Bird Feeder ...................... 3
Octagonal Bird Feeder ...
Arbor with Seat ... :

Hammers and Nails
Routers

EEishingr oo
More Useful Tools ................... :

T

264
270
274
280
282
283
288
296
302
310
314
324
328
330
334
336

376
378
380



Seat and back slope comfortabl

seat and back slopes necessary
for comfort without sawing
any angles, as you Il see in the
illustrations and in the steps
that follow.

The critical maneuver is
making sure you construct mir-
ror-imaged end assemblies. One
is right-handed and the other is
left-handed. Therefore, make
the end assemblies in stages, so
you can com
0. You'll see f}?;entlzgrln .

od in the
nstruction photos.
e bench shown is 60
hes long. You could shorten

The classic park bench has a
wooden seat and back, set
into one-piece ends made of

- wrought iron or reinforced con-
te. This is an economical
construction,
its a surpris-

PArRK BENCH

y, with no angles to cut

it to 48 inches, or lengtheniti
about 72 inches, without ha
ing to make any structua §
changes. A longer bench wou §
benefit from a second pair¢

cross rails, plus a brace insi
each back leg.

Some of the edges hat
been rounded over witl“.. !
router, and some have been
square, to retain the¢ ﬁ‘ff
park bench look. You can s
as many edges as you i
though if you want to 8 “‘;
router a real workout, %

the loveseat on page 114




BUILDING THE PARK BENCH

4 Choose and saw the wooq.

ou can saw all of the 2x4 1ym-
per to length at the beginning of
e project, except for the
sretcher. It has to be trimmed to
ength after the rest of the bench
pas been assembled. Try to

choose clean wood, working

FRONT LEG

LEG BRACE

around knotg

i and defects ake
SRR s. Make

of your seat and back

slats have Pitch pockets.

2 Join the sl
leg. The
slats the
fort,

oper to the back
S.I(Yl)(‘l' gives the back
A tilt they need for com
Hi a:((‘] a'nglv comes from the

arrangement of the

Sd -C i
luare-cut pieces, not from a

__— BACK SLAT

protractor. The drawing below
shows how the sloper fits diago-
nally on the back leg. If you
match up the sloper’s top front
corner with the top front corner
of the back leg, and allow the
sloper’s bottom back corner to
touch the front edge of the leg,
you've got it right. Draw a layout
line, spread glue, clamp the parts

Join the slopers to the back legs, then
make the front leg assemblies. The
cross rails connect the front legs and
back legs. The back slats and seat slats
connect the two end assemblies. Add
the stretcher last.

/ SLOPER

CROSS RAIL

BACK LEG /

NG LIST
gAul;"lT ! TY. DIMENSIONS NOTES
| . 1’]/;: X 3?;3 x 32 gx:
1% x 372 x 14 %
il 1% x 3% x 16% 2x4
1% x 3% x 24 2x4
1% x 3% x 16 2x4
2x4
2x4

1’/2 X 372 X 46

2x4; cut to fit

Park Bench



Join one front leg and cross rail. Prop the cross rail up on sticks to create the
inset, and mark where it meets the front leg (above). Drive the screws toenail
fashion, for maximum strength (below).

together, drill (l(\d“
for four 2%s-inch S(H('o he |
drive the screwg do Fey,
Join the other sl()p@r 0y
leg in the same way kg ang
you get a right- hﬂnq N
left-handed assemp),, ]anqr ;‘
see this relatmnghl Uup“

i ;
photo on the facing p:gthe 14'; ,!:

e
%) ‘ .

(‘

3 Join one front le

rail. The front leg (()znd My §
the end grain of the Cr” m«‘

making a right angle 0sg
though it’s made with ¢ h ;
the 3-inch screws, th;, . Ity
secure joint until you'y S“”‘
the leg brace in the ney %; Uiy
course the bench hag tW(B
legs, but since it's cntmal Ty
up with a right- handed
left-handed assembly, jp s he
complete one before b‘égm
the other. Lay the crogg ral
on the worktable and blockit,
about % inch on a COUple
scraps of wood. Align the toy
the front leg with the top edge--‘{
the cross rail as showp m\f
photo at left, draw a layou m
and drill three clearance hoy|
through the front leg. Th
clamp the parts in position
drive the screws.

4 Add the leg brace. Thek
brace secures the connectt
between the front leg and ¢
rail. It fits flush at the top¥
it’s inset by % inch at the®
tom. This inset allows the¥
of the bench to slope toward?
back. Roll glue onto the e
the brace that fits agan"

front leg, and also glue whet
fits against the cross ral o

the brace to the leg, dril¢
ance holes, and drive two?!

2-inch screws into It to?

the front face of the "



DETA" Make a right-handed end
frame, and a left-handed one
Note that only three screws
SLOPER connect the cross rail to the
leg brace. The fourth screw
y would be too near the corners
of the pieces to do any good
BAC
CKLEG CROSS RAIL
N
| 14
FRONT LEG
4 13V,
s 372 LEG BRACE
Add the leg brace. Glue and screw the \ £
Jeg brace to the back of the front leg, as | "
well as to the cross rail. Note the Y y
inch offset at the bottom of the brace. / ~
OFFSET /2

Make the second front leg assembly.
The second leg assembly matches the
first, except one is right-handed and
the other is left-handed.

Join the front and back legs. With the
back leg square to the 2x4 that repre-
drill and drive three more sents the ground, the top of the cross
screws through the cross rail rail is 137 inches high (above). The
into the brace. Position these cross rail and sloper are on the same
0 lnstra-  Side of the leg (right).

tion at top right.

sure you end up with a right-
handed assembly and a left-

5 Make the second front leg
’ handed one, as shown above.

assembly. To make the other leg
assembly, follow the same
sequence as in Steps 3 and 4.
However, kee

16 Join the front and back legs.
The cross rail connects the front
Jeg assembly to the back leg and

Park Bench



¢ the
the pack legs Wb

lamp
fies. C
d assemb

nects the en :
The top back slat con van back 818
worktable to center and attac h the top ]

Complete the back. Glue and screw the bottom back slat to the sloper.

Make the seat. Center the front seat slat from side to side, overhanging the
front leg by 1 inch. Space the other three slats about % inch apart.

R

gloper. Set the par¢, :
wr,rk‘rab!v as ,)h,””: ]
ter [)h’)"’) on the tra '/r’
clamp one of the !
the ‘Ifl;]’(‘ of the tab s "3
sent the ‘

make the back leg Vet ( A

allow the front ](.:,j At 4

[

ground

poth touch the 2roun
created th.

have
(}l’l[)" of the benct

can verify the sjgp.
WY
sasurement: Veris
measu Verify i

top of the rail crogge. ,
I(',Q) ]‘;// Inc ht",

1D f
Pir

1Y

d. Draw a |,
gr()llﬂ ] aw lay oy,
spread glue, drill foyy .,

holes and drive the o,
screws. Join the ot

the bench in the g.

54 e

using the first one a5 ,
make sure you end
mirror-image assemblie

1 The top back slat Conpe,
the end assemblies, St 4.
end assemblies up on the
table. Clamp the back Jegs ¢
table, 48 inches apart from
side to outside, as shown i«
photo above left. If yo
have a big worktable (page
you’ll have to set up on thef
or on the edge of your de
Center the top back slat fin
side to side, and make it flis
with the top of the slop
back leg. Glue and screw the!
back slat to the sloper with
2/4-inch screws.

8 Complete the back. Cent
glue and screw the bot!

back slat to the sloper

lowed by the middle back
The bottom slat overlaps
end of the sloper by J‘,’”-i
inch. Center the middle 5
the space between the 100
bottom slats.



W . -

. Add the stretcher. Fit the stretcher

into the socket formed by the front leg,
jeg brace and cross rail. Screw it to the
front leg (above). Screw into the
stretcher through the leg brace (right).

9 Make the seat. To attach
the seat slats, turn the bench
gpright. The front seat slat,
which is centered from side to
side, overhangs the front leg
by 1 inch. Drill clearance holes
and drive four of the 3-inch
screws down through the front
seat slat and into each front
leg assembly. Space the re-
maining three seat slats % inch
apart. Drill and drive two 3-
inch screws through each end
of each slat and into the cross
rail below.

10 Add the stretcher. The
stretcher is a cut-to-fit length of
2x4 that connects the front legs,
underneath the seat and cross
rail. If you turn the bench upside-
down on the worktable, you'll
see how it drops neatly into
place, Mark and cut the stretcher

to length, spread glue where it

overlaps the front legs
rails, and drive t

Finish the bench. Rout or rasp the corners off the bottom
dragging. Also round the front edge of the seat, and the tor

11 Finish the bench. Forest-
green paint is the traditional
park-bench finish. To prepare
for finishing, fit a roundover
cutter in the router and smooth
off selected edges. Round the
bottom of the legs, to prevent
splintering during dragging
across the patio. Round the
front edge of the seat, and the

top of the back. Un
a mushy

want appearance
don't round the ends

slats. Sand the sharp:
them with 100-grit pay

leave them crisp. Fill the screw

wOod

heads with
putty, and sand all the flat sur

two-part

faces smooth, and you're ready

to prime and paint.

Park Bench 10



